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DELIVER DURING HAKIMG HOURS
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A, CINCPAC SPECAT Pp8M2327 JUNE 72 (S)

canusmcv SPECAT 1@@955Z JUNE 72 (TS) A—

1, THIS MESSAGE REVIEHS THE SITUATIDN IN SQUTH

‘VIETNAH AND SIbNIF!CANT CONTIGUOUS AREAS, Loaxs

AHEAU THRUUBH SEPTEMBER. AND SUGBESTS MODIFICATION

OF THE 1 JULY FORCE STRUCTUHE

2. HEAVY. RAINS BEGIN IN NORTHFHN GUANG TRI AND THE

RAIN HAS ALREADY BEGUN TO AFFEC WESTERN THUA

THIEN. BASIC
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CGHPLETE MAJOR MILITAHY UNDERTAKING& BY SiPTE B“R.‘

DECLASSyRTy

IN NORTHERN MRI IT IS ANTICIPATED THAT WITHIN THE

NEXT WEEK DR_TEN DAYS THE ENEMY WILL UNDERTAKE
MYLITARY OPERATIGNS AGAINST THE HUE AREA AND THE
| ARVN FORCES DEFENDING IT, I BELIEVE THIS EFFORT wILL

- BE DEFEATED, GENERAL TRUUNG IS NOW PLAN I NG

OPERATIONS BEGINNING'THE LAST DAYS OF JUNE_TO.

RETAK& ﬂUANG TRI.

'3. IN THE HIGHLANDS OF MRII, RAINS HAVE ALREADY Bgsung
TO AFFECT THE TRAFFICABILITY QF ROADS, STREAMS.

AND FOabs IN THE WESTERN MOUNTAINS, THE ENEMY

HAS SUSTAINED SEVERE‘CASUALTIES IN KONTUM, THE

PLANS IN MRII AS LAID OUT BY PRESIDENT THIEU TO

GEFERAL TOAN AREZ (1) PUSH THE ENEMY BACK FAR

'ENOUGH TO KEEP FIRE OFF_KONTUM CTTY AND THE

AIRFIELD C2) UPEN KONTUH PASS AND RUUTE 14 (3)

‘REINF RCEB InH QIEH, AND GEI BACK JTHE ]HR E
NORTﬁERN DISTHICTS.

4, WEATHER IN MRIII, THOUGH WET AND MUDDY, WILL
. —

NOT HAVE A PRUFOUND EFFECT ON MILITARY OPERATIONS,
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-'THE ENENMY 1S aDJUST LG RIS DEPLOYMENTS LN COSYN

AND T ﬁILL a" tSbENTIA‘ FWR‘THE ARVN TO ADJUST

ALSO0.  IN A MtETThG wWITH PRFbIDENT THIEU AND
'A‘MB 'ésUNﬁ{:H ON 6 JUNE, I EXPLAINED m PH;:&:IO&N
TH:EQ THAT IN THE CASES OF GENERAL MINH AND
cENERAL HAU, THE! a JUES AWE SIMPLY TOO MUCH FOR
GENZ - o

THEM: THEY ARE INCAPABLE OF HANDLING THEIR |
‘.AéSIGNﬂEFTS AND SHOULD BE RELIEVED, PRuSIUEhT

THIEU'S PﬁIORITIﬁS IN MRII; ARE. {13 QPEN RUUTE iS'rV-

(2) RELEASE TH& 3RD AIRBOHM& BRIbADt S50 THAT ”T CAN

BE ﬁtFITTrD AND THER JOIN GEFERAL TRUDNb IN MRI

{3) RELEASE THE 157 REGIMENT TU MRIV FOR EPPLUY-

HENT IN ThE PARHOTs BEAK = HISHwWAY 1 AREA (4] HELEA&E‘

THE 2187 uzvzsxuu 10 wa;x, HIS TENTATIVE THINKING 15

THAT rna PARRQTS BEAK = HIGHWAY 1, HAU NGHIA, AND
LONG AN AREAS WOULD BE UNDER MRIV AFTER THE B
RETUHN OF THE 15TH REGIMENT AND THE 2137 DIVISION,
IHIS CORRESPONOS WITH THE WAY IN WHICH COSVN
APPEARS TO BE HANDLING THE AREA, ANU ALSO FITS THE

RELATIVE QUALITY OF LEADERSHIP ON OUR SIDE IN MR'S
L L bissE |

‘pAGh 4 Pﬁwsva973m T0 i/i)&ﬂf RE T SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

T11 AHD IV.
5, N Mnﬂr; THE. RALNS Hi‘L Mtk MILITARY OHETATIONS
PROGHESSIVELY MORE DIFFICULT prw BOTH SIDES,
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SEPTEMGER, AND BRINGING AT LEAST & TEMPORARY RALT

T ANY SIGNIFICANT MILLTARY GPERATIONS FOR ABOUT

THO MONTAS. THE VIETNAMESE COMMAND IN MRTY

APPEARS TO ME TO BE DEALING WITH 178 PRUBLEMS IN

AN EFFECTIVE AND AGGRESZSIVE MANNER,

S, OVERALL, WE GAVE THE OTHER SIOY¥ A RUNNING START
AND MAVE BEEN PLAYING "CATCHsUPY FUR 50 DAYS, THE
COMBINATION GF ALL THAT OUR GOVERNMENT HAS DONE

AND THAT PRESIOENT THIEU HAS DONE HAS TURNED THAT"‘f‘h
NOW, SO THAT IT IS ND LONGER NECESSARY T8 PLAY. ° -

"CATCH=UP," 1T 1S NUW POSSIBLE, MITH SUME MODEST |

RISK AND QQNTINUtD US SUPPORT,_T0 HMOVE AHEAD ANG

TO HAVE SQUTH VIETNAM IN A SUPERIOK PUSITION BY

SEPTEMBER,

7. THE FOREGOING HAS LED ME TO A REEXAMINATION 4l

OF OUR t JULY FORCE STRUCTURE HERE TO SEE IF IT -

REPRESENTED THE BEST WE COULD DO IN LIGHT OF THE
CIRCUMSTANCES NOW PREVAILING, AQD THEN YO SEE
WHAT WE SOULD 50 OVER THE FGLLUWING-THREE MUNTHS,
1AM suumrrrzwa;nguzuagjg_ngggﬁsg (REF B) THE

SPECIFIC CHANGES I RECOMMENDY I URGE THEIR SFEEDY

-
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INCRE 2000
TO STRENGTHEN QUR EFFECTIVE UZE OF AIR AND MAVAL
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O IN'T'EL.LI.L}.L;'NCE (‘*PA'BI""’ SpHE S'THE*"QT%*S‘FH:G OF DUR o
ADVISURS, AND HEDUCTIMA IN OUR SECURIVY FORCES.
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